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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]

[Name of State] Featured in Report Revealing How Safe Routes to School Leads to Greater Collaboration with Public Health and School Officials  

Contact:  

[Name, Title]

[Organization or Agency]

[Phone Number:], [Email address:]

[City, State] – [Name of State] has been featured in an exciting and informative report released by the Safe Routes to School National Partnership, Safe Routes to School: Leads to Greater Collaboration with Public Health and School Officials, which was prepared for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

The report demonstrates how Safe Routes to School is a collaborative effort involving multiple organizations, including state Departments of Education and state Departments of Public Health.  Additionally, the report addresses how school siting decisions at the state and local levels affect opportunities to walk and bicycle to schools, which in turn affects opportunities for physical activity.  The four case studies showcase examples of collaboration between public health and school officials at the state level through Safe Routes to School Advisory Committees, school siting guidelines, state standards for physical activity or wellness policies and more.  California, Massachusetts, Mississippi and Oklahoma are featured, outlining important policy changes taking place through state level collaboration.  The report can be accessed at www.saferoutespartnesrhip.org.
[Outline specific details from your state featured in the report.  Consider including a quote from someone directly involved with your program]
Congress provided $612 million for Safe Routes to School in the 2005 SAFETEA-LU federal transportation bill.  Communities in all 50 states are now using this funding to construct new bike lanes, pathways and sidewalks, as well as to launch Safe Routes to School education, promotion and enforcement campaigns in elementary and middle schools. The demand for the program far outreaches the funding available.  By making it safe, convenient and fun for children to walk and bicycle to and from school, SRTS is helping communities find solutions to traffic congestion, poor air quality and high rates of childhood obesity and related diseases.   
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