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introduction

Since the 2007 Legislative Session, the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE) has
been responsible for the administration and supervision of the school nurse program in
Mississippi public schools. The program is the “Mary Kirkpatrick Haskell-Mary
Sprayberry Public School Nurse Act of 2007” (37-14-7) or School Nurse Intervention
Program. This report is intended to meet requirements of this act and to analyze the
progress that is being made within Mississippi public schools through this health
services model.

This report provides specific school nurse information such as numbers and locations
with comparison data. It looks at the diverse funding streams that are in place in our
school districts, challenges of school nurses, and data specific to the clinical aspect of
school nursing. The Office of Healthy Schools directs the progress of this program by
providing training, resources, partnerships, and a performance measure data summary
reflected through monthly reporting. This report is made up of data reported for August
2011 through December 2011.

School nurses advance the well being, academic success, and life-long achievement of
students. Their role is also critical to the health and success of teachers, as well as,
contributing to the overall goals of the Mississippi Department of Education.

School Nurses

We have made tremendous progress in the area of school nurses, both in numbers and
funding, and we are truly grateful to the Mississippi State Legislature for their support.
The table below demonstrates the progress that has been made.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Number of School Nurses 419 457 482 442** 454
Statewide Average Ratio 1:1174 1:1092 | 1:1040 | 1:1110 | 1:1102
School districts with no School Nurse 20 12 2 14 14
Registered Nurses 391 422 441 409 420
Licensed Practical Nurses 26 29 32 27 26
Nurse Practitioners 2 6 9 6 5
Full Time Equivalent (FTE) - - - - 445.2

**Decrease due to economy and efimination of time limited grants (H1N1).

Challenges

This year there has been a large amount of national information on the role of the

school nurse and the impact that they make including highlights around the loss of

school nurses due to the economy. One of our districts has had a firsthand experience
in the loss of school nurses and the impact that this loss had in their district. It resulted
in a change of direction and a renewing of the school nurse program. This has
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prompted a look at district average daily attendance (ADA) data in certain districts that
have experienced the loss of their school nurse program. This is addressed in the data
section of this report.

Other challenges include providing the school nurses the resources that they need to
provide accurate health care for students that is based on current evidence in this
unique every changing field. Many of our students have chronic diseases that require
the majority of nursing time for management. We remain a state with a large student to
nurse ratio at 1:1102. This ratio is compared to a national standard of 1:750.

School nurses continue to have diverse responsibilities within the school community.
These responsibilities range from clinical and educational and to health policy. In
addition, school nurses are providing many of their roles on multiple levels. They often
provide services for students, parents and families, and school personnel as shown in
the data below, and also the role may be replicated in multiple schools by one individual
nurse.

School Districts Without a School Nurse

The following are districts with no school nurse in the district:

1) Attala County School District

2) Clay County School District

3) Coahoma County AHS

4) Drew School District

5) Enterprise School District

6) Forest School District
7) Hinds County AHS
8) Kemper County School District
9) Kosciusko School District
10)North Bolivar School District
11)Quitman County School District
12)Shaw School District
13)Webster County School District
14)Yazoo City School District

National Certified School Nurses

Registered nurses with a bachelor’s degree or higher are eligible for a $6,000 annual
salary supplement following completion of the National Certification Examination for
School Nurses (NCSN). Mississippi currently has 29 NCSN nurses. There is cap at 30
slots and school nurses have filled all slots since the beginning of this program. There
are opportunities throughout the year for school nurses to sit for the exam. The
expectation is that all slots will be filled before the end of the year.



Funding/Appropriation Options

Schools continue to use a variety of sources to fund school nurses. This diversity has
been cited in national publications such as Charting Nursing’s Future-A Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation publication (August 2010). The funding streams come through
legislative grants, district funds, federal funds, and specific Medicaid programs.

District funding/MAEP funding
Federal funding
o Title programs
o IDEA
Legislative appropriation/School Nurse Intervention Program
Hospital/local clinic/Regional Mental Health funding
o Medicaid reimbursement
o Mississippi Cool Kids (EPSDT)
o School-Based Administrative Claiming (SBAC)
Other grants

With a total statewide enrollment of 490,629 students, Mississippi would need 654
school nurses to reach a statewide average nurse to student ratio of 1:750. This
equates to 208 additional school nurses at a cost of $10,400,000 ($50,000 each). Itis
important to note, however, that progress is being made each year through smaller
appropriations targeted to needed areas. The work continues to progress toward the
goal of a statewide nurse to student ratio of 1:750.

School Nurse Data

School nurses report data each month to document the responsibilities and functions of
their positions. The data continues to show an alarming number of encounters with
students to manage chronic diseases. The special procedures category notes the
number of student visits requiring a specific procedure. Diabetes accounts for 57% of
the encounters recorded, followed by Oxygen Saturation test at 9%, Nebulizer
treatments for asthma at 7%, and Urinary Catheterizations at 7%. These procedures
require the most frequent encounters and are very time consuming.

On a more positive note is the progress being made in the areas of prevention
education and health screening. School nurses are providing educational opportunities
in a variety of settings such as the classroom, staff development, parent organizations
and community groups. The information being presented is tobacco education at 27%
for intervention nurses and 21% of all school nurses, fithness at 14%, and nutrition at
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18%. This indicates an increasing importance in response to the 2007 Healthy Students
Act. Likewise, in the area of health screening, several important areas have risen to the
top. This includes vision at 39%, hearing at 23%, and growth measurements at 7%.
Again, vision is the number one educational health disparity as identified by Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. There are many other areas of health screening that
school nurses are providing including EPSDT. Mississippi is the first state to allow it's
school nurses to provide this service.

The data collection reported by school nurses is intended to describe the many
functions of a school nurse. During the first semester there have been 501,967 clinical
encounters, 14,410 educational encounters impacting 343,104 students, and 147,116
screening encounters. If all these encounters were distributed equally, each school
nurse in Mississippi has already seen 2,244 students/staff this semester. This is an
increase of 1000 encounters over this same time period last year. This data verifies
that school nurses work diligently to impact the health of the students they serve and
greatly contribute to student success in the classroom and beyond.

There are seven (7) districts that meet the requirements for a look at ADA. Each of
these districts had a school nurse program in the past but for the last two years they
have not had a nurse. When statistical testing was applied the data from each district
indicated a significant difference in the ADA of the four years examined.
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The graph illustrates the ADA trend over the last four years for these seven districts. Six
of the districts had a drop in ADA and have not yet returned to the levels experienced
when a school nurse was present in the district.

The information included in this report was pded through inf submittad through the M ippi Student Inf Sy (MSIS) and through telephone
interviews with school district p f Inf has bean dered for all school districts.
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Mississippi Office of Healthy Schools

A Coordinated Approach to Health & Safety
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DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI

Total student visits

Total students seen for illness

a. Students returned to class

b. Students sent home

c. Students sent for medical care

Total student seen for injury

a. Students returned to class

b. Students sent home

c. Students sent for medical care

Management of student medication doses based upon MD orders

a. Epipen

b. Injectable Insulin

c. Glucagon

d. Inhaler/Asthma Medications
e. ADD Medications

f. Antibiotics

g. Psychiatric Medications

h. Seizure Medications

i. Over-the-counter Medications
j. Other

Students Special Nursing Procedures based upon MD orders
a. Urinary Catheterization

b. Tracheotomy Care/Suction
¢. Gastric Tube Care/Feeding
d. Glucose Testing/Assistance
e. Ventilator Care

f. Nebulizer Treatment

g. Peak Flow Monitoring

h. Oxygen Saturation

i. B/P Monitoring

j. Weight monitoring

k. Other

Total staff visits

Page 1
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Mississippi Office of Healthy Schools

A Coordinated Approach to Health & Safety

DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM
USER: masteradmin

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI

9526 7. Staff seen for illness

[ 8278 | a. Staffreturned to class
569 b. Staff sent home
679 | ¢. Staff sent for medical care

e

| 1102 | 8. Staff seen for injury

[922 | a. Staff retumed to class
b. Staff sent home
[ 132 | c. Staff sent for medical care
[ 4789 | 9.Management of staff medication doses
[ 2409 | a. Pain medication
768 | b. Allergy medication
| 743 | c. Gastric medication

869 | d.Other

9034 | 10. Staff Special Nursing Procedures

{ 736 | a. Glucose testing/assistance
[7131 | b. B/P monitoring

[ 1167 | c. Other

[ 159058 | 11. Total Screenings

[ 35197 | a.Hearing Screening

[ 60642 | b. Vision Screening

[ 11783 | c. Growth Measurements

[ 7853 | d.Blood Pressure

[ 8724 | e Dental

[T73694 | f Scoliosis

743 | g Coordination and Assistance with Sports Physicals
[ 1255 | h.EPSDT Physicals

[ 780 | i SPED Evaluations/Physicals
[[22559 | . Pediculosis

[ 75828 | k Other

[ 7548 | 12. Health Fair Screenings
[T 74887 | a. Student Participants

Page 2




Mississippi Office of Healthy Schools

A Coordinated Appraach to Health & Safety

DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM
USER: masteradmin

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI

Il"""‘“ L Y-7~-Y |

2661 | b. Adult Participants

| 2303 ]13. Total Medical Referrals

[ 2643 | 14. Total Community Referrals

= 541 |  a. Department of Human Services
[ 601 | b. Social Services

i e ]
| 1501 | c. Other

e

[ 63911 | 15. Student Health Education/Presentations
a. Alcohol/Drug Abuse Prevention

2230 | b.Number of presentations

41227 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentation(s)

[ 58029 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
c. Tobacco Prevention

[ 3316 | 1. Number of presentation(s)

[ 82351 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentation(s)

[92198 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
d. Nutrition Education

3071 | 1. Number of presentation(s)

{ 47982 a. Total number of minutes of all presentation(s)

[ 51451 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
e. Hygiene

1313 | 1. Number of presentation(s)

18052 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentation(s)

[ 22424 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
f. Oral Health

[ 813 ] 1. Number of presentation(s)

(10085 | a. Total Number of minutes of all presentation(s)

10324 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
g. Fitness

2521 | 1. Number of presentation(s)

[64245 | a. Total number of minutes of all presenation(s)

55359 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
h. Health Related Careers

[58  ] 1. Number of presentation(s)

[ 1585 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentations(s)
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DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM
USER: masteradmin

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI

[1635 | b. Total number of students attending presentation(s)
i. Asthma
432 1. Number of presentation(s)
7046 ] a. Total number of minutes of all presentations(s)
[9399 | b. Total number of students attending presenation(s)
j. Abstinence
[ 609 | 1. Number of presentation(s)
[ 22900 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentations(s)
[e817 | b. Total number of students attending presenation(s)
k. Communicable Diseases
405 | 1. Number of Presentation(s)
[ 9337 | a. Total number of minute(s)
[12841 | b. Total Number of Students(s)
[ 23 | c. Total number of minutes(s)
| 102 | d. Total number of Student(s)
. CPR
[ 168 | 1. Number of Presentation(s)
14038 a. Total Number of Minutes(s)
1180 | b. Total Number of Student(s)
415 | c. Total number of minute(s)
[ 195 ] d. Total number of Student(s)
m. Puberty
220 1. Number of Presentation(s)
7420 | a. Total Number of Minute(s)
2682 | b. Total Number of Student(s)
[ 160 | ¢. Total number of minute(s)
233 ] d. Total number of Student(s)
n. Other
1262 ] 1. Number of presentation(s)
30684 | a. Total number of minutes of all presentation(s)
[ 45842 | b. Total number of students attending presenation(s)

38525 | 16. Individual Health Consultation
a. Individual students seen
[23064 | 1. Number of students

198485 | 2. Total number of minutes of consultation
b. Individual staff seen
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A Coordinated Approach to Health & Safety

5760 |
65200 |

(9701 |

114500 |

8918 |

[ 8323 |
527 ]

| ——~a—

68 |

D

560

631 |
| 565 |

-J

121041 |

1

107214
{4328

| 9499 |

[ 9526 |
[ 6644

2882 |

[ 13843 |

4428 |
812 |
[ 8603 |

:ﬂ:

L1729 |

800 |

321 |

DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI
1. Total number of staff
2. Total number of minutes of consultation
c. Parents/Guardians seen
1. Number of parents/guardians
2. Total number of minutes of consuitation

17. Interventions for student absenteeism
a. Parent contact
b. Referral to attendance officer
c. Other

18. Environmental Safety Checks
a. Playground
1. Number of playground checks
b. Buildings
1. Number of building checks
2. Total number of hazardous occurrances

19. General Contacts
a. Parent contact
b. Physician contact
c. Other

20. Immunization Compliance
a. Annual reports
b. Interventions

21. Planning
a. Individual Health Pian (IHP) Initiation/Review
b. Individual Education Plan (IEP) Participation
¢. Asthma Action Plans

22. Student Diagnosed With
a. Asthma
b. Diabetes
c. Severe Allergies
d. Seizures
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Mississippi Office of Healthy Schools

A Coordinated Approach to Health & Safety

DATE: Thursday, January 26, 2012 @ 10:56:06 AM
USER: masteradmin

SCHOOL NURSE DATA COLLECTION
PERIOD: August 2011 - December 2011
REPORT TYPE: ALL Nurses
REPORT STATE: MISSISSIPI

| 400 e. Spina Bifida
f. Sickle Cell Anemia
[ 8352 | g Other

23. Staff Development
314 a. Suicide Prevention

I 1611 | b. Asthma
1050 | c. Universal Precautions
d. School Board Presentation
18]
1334 |

1334 e. Other

24. School Nurse Education/Meeting Requirements
330 a. Fail OHS Meeting

[ 1326 | b. School/Teacher Staff Meeting

[ 765 | c. Staff Meeting

850 | d. District Health Services Staff Meeting
286 | e.Other
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