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Training session to focus on healthy school environments
Long division equations on dusty chalkboards, smelly gym lockers and buses idling in the parking lot are all a friendly, familiar part of a student’s school environment.

But they also have something else in common: Each is an asthma trigger that may contribute to discomfort in the classroom or even absenteeism among students diagnosed with the chronic lung disease. 
Educators and other health professionals will gather together to discuss this and other important topics relating to maintaining healthy school environments at a training session on April 22 at the Mississippi Department of Education Auditorium in Jackson. The training will focus on encouraging coordinated services throughout school health programs and creating additional opportunities for success in school environments.
“Research shows that academic success is directly connected to healthy school environments, so it is important for school health professionals to discuss issues, share best practices, and identify resources to improve the environment our students are learning in,” said Shane McNeill, Director of the Office of Healthy Schools.
The training session is co-sponsored by the Mississippi Department of Education’s Office of Healthy Schools, the Mississippi State Department of Health, the American Lung Association of Mississippi, the Asthma Coalition of Mississippi, the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
Some of the training topics include: 

· Mold in Schools – EPA’s Mold Remediation Guidelines

· Asthma Triggers in Schools

· School Chemical Cleanout

· Overview of the Healthy Schools Environmental Assessment Tool (HealthySEAT)

For more information on healthy school environments visit www.healthyschoolsms.org. 

To register for the conference visit www.mde.k12.ms.us and click “Go Sign Me Up.” The session is free and lunch will be provided to registered attendees. The registration deadline is Friday, April 17, 2009.
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