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(Date)
Dear Parents and Guardians,
With all the reports about Swine Flu circulating, we wanted to let you know that we will continue to be diligent monitoring the situation. Any changes in the district will be reported immediately on our Web page.

There are several confirmed cases of the respiratory infection caused by influenza viruses in Mississippi. The cases of Swine Flu that have been reported in the United States, thus far, have been mild. 

However, as a precautionary move, I have asked our buildings and grounds staff to do a special cleaning of our buildings beyond normal operations. Administrators and staff will be observing students for any flu-like or upper respiratory symptoms (fever, cough, chills and body aches), and will direct anyone exhibiting these symptoms to the school nurse.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends the following steps to stay healthy:

· Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it.

· Wash your hands with soap and water, especially after you cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective.

· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way.

· Try to avoid close contact with sick people.

The CDC recommends that you keep your child at home if he or she exhibits symptoms of the flu in order to limit contact with others. If you suspect your child has the flu, please be sure to notify our Central Office at (phone number here).
The Mississippi Department of Education’s Office of Healthy Schools has also set up a Web site that includes fact sheets about Swine Flu and other pertinent information. Visit http://www.healthyschoolsms.org/ohs_main/news.htm to view links and attachments.

Let me assure you that the health and well-being of our students is our top priority and we are doing everything possible to address the situation. 

Sincerely,

(Add Superintendent’s name here)
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