Hernando Middle School Students Study Mississippi’s Rich Musical Heritage and Explore the Process of Writing a Mystery

“New Performing Arts Complex is the Forum for Two Diverse Learning Experiences”

     
Two diverse learning experiences took place on the Hernando stage of the Performing Arts Center for students at Hernando Middle School on Wednesday. 

            First, seventh grade students got to explore Mississippi’s musical roots through a presentation and performance by world-renowned  recording artists Ora Reed, a Mississippi native, and James “Super Chikan” Johnson,  a blues musician who has performed at the White House twice this year.  This duo is making ten appearances at middle schools across the state to introduce students to “The Blues” which originated in the Mississippi Delta.  They were sponsored by the Mississippi Department of Tourism, the Mississippi Development Authority and the Office of Healthy Schools.

Second, eighth grade students got to learn the step by step process of writing a mystery novel from published author Mary Ann Taylor, a Georgia author who specializes in writing mysteries with an historical backdrop.  She was sponsored by the Hernando Middle School Library from money made at the “Book Fair.”

“Not every student learns in the same way,” said DeSoto County School Superintendent Milton Kuykendall.  “Some students are auditory learners, some are visual learners, and some learn from multi-sensory experiences. This facility has amazing acoustics, lighting, and seating arrangements to accommodate 600 students at once. It is the perfect forum for diverse learning experiences.”

Some interesting facts students learned were:

· Mississippi is the birthplace of American music.  The Blues started in the Mississippi Delta and is echoed in the sounds of rock and roll, jazz, rhythm, and blues, and country music.  
· People from around the world come to Mississippi to explore our musical roots, travel down the Blues Highway, visit the Crossroads, and hear the rich sounds that have always been a part of our everyday life.

· Ora Reed has lived in Japan, Brazil and traveled the world as a jazz pianist.  She is now a cultural ambassador of Mississippi and is teaching students about Mississippi’s musical heritage.

· James “Super Chikan” Johnson makes art objects and musical instruments from found materials. He has been described as “the embodiment of the Blues simply because expressing what was in his heart comes naturally and results in the creation of music.”
· Mary Ann Taylor has published three mystery novels for middle school students which are Spies, Traitors and Heroes.  She uses a mystery plot wheel to outline her story before she begins writing.  She diagramed her step by step process of producing a novel.  Students will use her techniques to develop their own mysterious surroundings, suspenseful atmosphere and plot driven story.  
“Everything we do is focused on student achievement,” said Jerry Darnell, principal of Hernando Middle School. “Today our students got to see and experience new learning opportunities.  It was a wonderful day.”

