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The Mind, Body, Spirit Foundation is a collaborative community initiative that encourages the pursuit of teacher education through the issuing of college scholarships which are made available through community activities that promote and model healthy lifestyle choices.  The Foundation was formed in 2008 by four education administrators who became concerned about two major issues facing the state of Mississippi.
1. Mississippi’s education workforce is not keeping up with demand. Currently, six-thousand Mississippi educators are eligible for retirement. Once these individuals take advantage of this option our state will be facing a huge teacher shortage.
2. Mississippi is currently the most obese state in the nation.  Additional health and wellness activities need to be implemented in the communities throughout Hancock County. 
Mind, Body, Spirit Foundation was created in collaboration with the Hancock County Community Foundation with the sole mission of providing education scholarships to students and teachers within Hancock County.  The purpose of the Foundation is to provide easier access to teacher education through the granting of scholarships each year.  The first round of scholarships is awarded to graduating seniors who have indicated a desire to pursue a degree in teacher education. The second round of scholarships is awarded to current teachers who desire an advanced college degree.

Current fund raising activities include community runs in and around the Mississippi Gulf Coast, a Summer Roast and Gala, and the annual Mind, Body, Spirit Foundation 5k Fun Run and Walk in Old Town Bay Saint Louis.  This year’s fun run and walk will start and finish on the Bay Saint Louis town green at the corner of Main St. and Second St. on Saturday March 13th.  For more information on the Foundation, contact Mind, Body, Spirit Foundation Inc., PO Box 2333, Bay Saint Louis, MS 39520 or phone at (228)424-1155.    
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Four Founders after the 2009 Mardi Gras Marathon in New Orleans from left to right; Dr. Andy Parker – Bay High School Principal, Dr. Cherie Labat – Bay-Waveland Middle School Principal, Penny Rodrique – Bay-Waveland Instructional Technologist, & Brad Barlow – Bay-Waveland Child Nutrition Administrator
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