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suicide prevention training for educators to begin in January
October 20, 2009 (Jackson, MS) – Licensed teachers and principals in Mississippi will begin receiving suicide prevention training in January 2010.  The training is a result of Senate Bill 2770 and will enable teachers and principals to better identify risk factors and warning signs that indicate a student may be considering taking his/her life.  The Mississippi Department of Mental Health (DMH) and the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE), Office of Healthy Schools are continuing to work together to prepare local school districts in this very important endeavor.  
“The Mississippi Department of Education is very excited about continuing our partnership with the DMH to provide valuable resources for schools to best meet the needs of children, so each has a better opportunity to excel in the classroom and beyond,” said Shane McNeill, Director of the Office of Healthy Schools, MDE.

DMH and MDE have selected the Yellow Ribbon, Be a Link! Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper Training Program to be used in the elementary school settings. DMH and MDE selected the Signs of Suicide (SOS) Program for the middle and high school settings. The program is recognized by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s National Registry of Evidence-Based Programs and Practices. 

“We selected these two programs because they are included in the Best Practices Registry, supported by the Suicide Prevention Resource Center and the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention or are recognized as an evidence-based practice,” said Ed LeGrand, DMH Executive Director. 
-more-
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“This training will provide elementary, middle and high school teachers and principals with information on how to recognize warning signs for suicide and depression. Educators will also learn how to respond and what resources are available for youth.”

The two hour minimum training will be provided by each school district. DMH and MDE are asking school districts to identify a training team of a school counselor, school nurse, and professional development staff. DMH and MDE will conduct three regional trainings in January 2010 to train the district teams who will then be responsible for conducting the suicide prevention in-service training within their own districts before May 2010. 
“I am proud Mississippi is able to offer this valuable training to our educators,” Governor Haley Barbour said. “It is important that teachers, administrators and parents see the warning signs of a student who is very depressed and identify the best counseling options.”

###

DMH is supporting a better tomorrow by making a difference in the lives of Mississippians with mental illness, substance abuse problems and intellectual or developmental disabilities one person at a time.
