Other important steps to ensure cleanliness are: 

· Keep restrooms stocked with antibacterial soap 

· Ensure that classrooms are supplied with antibacterial hand sanitizers and wipes

· Clean all desks and equipment with an antibacterial product for added precaution 

It's incumbent upon everyone to help keep and maintain a clean facility for our boys and girls. 

In recent weeks MDE has been involved with other agencies in long-term planning for situations such as this, in order to ensure the safety of all citizens. We will keep you informed of any developing information. 

Here are resources for hand-washing and respiratory precautions: 

http://www.cdc.gov/Features/HandWashing/ 

http://kidshealth.org/parent/general/sick/hand_washing.html 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/covercough.htm 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.htm 

http://www.panflu.gov 

http://www.msdh.state.ms.us 

These resources for preventive measures should be communicated to students, staff and parents. You should coordinate messages with other community agencies, particularly your local health department, to raise awareness of this community issue that may affect your schools. Meet with your county health department contacts and school health coordinator or specialist to develop a local communication plan to address swine flu that links local stakeholders to credible health sources. 

Another suggestion is to provide information and updates about swine flu to key internal staff, including frontline custodians, secretaries, principals, teachers, so they are aware of plans and key messages for your community. Possible steps include the following: 

Provide links to resources and information for principals on your internal or external website. 

Remind staff to stay home if they are ill. 

Remind parents to keep children home if they are ill. 

Develop a joint information meeting for your staff with your health/safety officer, health specialist and/or local health department's communicable disease division. 

Review protocols with custodial and maintenance staff to ensure preventive cleaning measures and to raise their awareness and their role in prevention. 

Review preventive protocols (i.e., cover your cough, sneeze etiquette, regular hand washing) with teachers and students. 

As the health experts on your campus, your school nurses are equipped to provide this information for students, staff and community. If you do not have a school nurse and/or have questions feel free call our School Nurse Consultant, Estelle Watts at 601-359-1725 or ewatts@mde.k12.ms.us.
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