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Suicide prevention training for educators
May 29, 2009 (Jackson, MS) – Starting in the 2009 – 2010 school year, suicide prevention training will be required for licensed teachers and principals.  Suicide prevention training will enable teachers and principals to better identify risk factors and warning signs that indicate a student may be considering taking his/her life.  The Mississippi Department of Mental Health (DMH) and the Mississippi Department of Education (MDE), Office of Healthy Schools are working together to ensure both agencies are prepared to support local school districts in this very important endeavor.  

The training is a result of Senate Bill 2770, which requires suicide prevention training for all licensed teachers and principals beginning with the 2009-2010 school year.  Beginning with the 2010-2011 school year, only new teachers and principals will be required to have this training.  The bill also contains language giving DMH the responsibility for determining the content of the training and the amount of training needed.  The bill mandates that MDE make suicide prevention training a requirement for local school districts.

“We understand the power of awareness and education for suicide prevention,” said Ed LeGrand, DMH Executive Director. “We must work together to arm our educators with information to help recognize the signs of suicide and know how to intervene and get help for a student. Many times youth confide in their favorite teacher and it is important that teachers know how to handle the situation. We are excited to be involved in bringing training to our teachers and principals.”  
-more-
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Suicide is the 3rd leading cause of death in Mississippi for young people ages 15 – 24.  The MS High School Survey for the Youth Risk Behavior (2007) reported that 13.4% of students seriously considered suicide in the past 12 months and 10.6% of students made a plan about how they would commit suicide in the past 12 months.

"It is extremely important that our teachers and principals receive training to help them recognize any sign that a student may be in distress and understand the appropriate steps to take," State Superintendent of Education Dr. Hank Bounds said. "Our first priority is to make sure students are safe and have opportunities to be successful and fulfill their potential."

DMH has also developed the youth suicide prevention campaign, “Shatter the Silence, Suicide – The Secret You Shouldn’t Keep.” For more information about the campaign or to receive educational materials, please contact Kris Jones or Wendy Bailey at 601-359-1288.


As the curriculum requirements and training protocols are finalized, MDE and DMH will ensure local school districts receive the information to assist them in meeting this mandate.  For more information please contact Shane McNeill at MDE at 601-359-1737or Kris Jones at DMH at 601-359-1288. 
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