NEWS RELEASE 
Release Date: June 1, 2009

Contact: Pete Smith, Director of Communications, 601-359-1336, Shane McNeill, Director, Office of Healthy Schools, 601-359-1737
National conference for health, physical education teachers to be held in Miss.
Teachers will have the opportunity to learn how to operate software that develops individualized fitness programs for students and integrate other technology, such as pedometers, into daily instruction at a national conference that will be hosted in Mississippi this summer.

One of the three summer conference series for 2009 offered by the National Association for Sport & Physical Education (NASPE) will be held July 22-24 at Ridgeland High School. The other workshops will be in New Jersey and Colorado.

Shane McNeill, director of the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of Healthy Schools, said the conference is a great opportunity for Mississippi educators interested in physical education and health.

"It's always a positive when educators get together to discuss how to provide opportunities for children to be fit, healthy and ready to succeed," he said.

McNeill said it was important to recognize the highly qualified physical education and health teachers already working in Mississippi. 

A dozen teachers in Mississippi have received their National Board Certification in physical education. Another 79 teachers in school districts across the state are Physical Best certified. Three are certified as Physical Best instructors. 

Physical Best is offered through the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD) which focuses on providing professional development to physical educators on how to ensure all students have the skills they need to live fit and healthy lives. NASPE is an association of AAHPERD.

To register online for the conference visit www.naspeinfo.org/summerconferenceseries. Early registration, which ends June 10, for AAHPERD or Mississippi AHPERD (MSAHPERD) members for the full three-day workshop is $270. Other rates are listed online. Regular registration ends July 10. 

For more information on the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of Healthy Schools visit www.healthyschoolsms.org.
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