ORA REED

Ora Reed was born in Greenville, Mississippi, but grew up in Lexington, Mississippi.  She was reared by a mother who recognized Ora’s potential very early.  Piano lessons began at the age of three.  Every summer from the age of five – it was piano, clarinet and violin lessons at Jackson State University, which not surprisingly, is her alma mater.  Her first professional gig was at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, Nevada with the Bruce Westcott Band.

Reed moved to Baltimore and began singing in very chic supper clubs in Maryland.  Ora was aptly dubbed a “café society singer” by then-columnist, Jimmy Colimore of the Baltimore Sun.  Ora was a singer by night and an entertainment critic by day for an ABC-TV affiliate.

Reed left Baltimore to return to Mississippi to nurse her ailing mother.  When her mother, Annie passed away, Ora tried several jobs – a junior high school music teacher, an administrative assistant to a State Senator, a Presidential campaign co-coordinator, a concert promotions manager, administrative assistant to the President of the National Baptist Convention and PR Consultant to Mission Mississippi.  Mission Mississippi is a Christian organization that works for racial and denominational reconciliation.

She has an extensive café circuit resume:  Awaji Island: Westin Hotel; Baltimore: Eager House, Chiaparelli’s Café Des Artistes; Kuala Lumpur: Prince Hotel; Las Vegas: Caesar’s Palace; Los Angeles: Attaman’s; New Orleans; Menafees, Feelings Café, Ritz Carlton; Rio de Janeiro: People Bar, Club 1, Alo Alo; Tokyo: Lepapillon de Paris, Westin Hotel, Prince Hotel.

Reed has toured widely and been in concert around the world as accompanist on a 10-city German tour with Grace Bumbry, in addition to appearing at Carnegie Hall with the Grace Bumbry Vocal Ensemble.  She has worked with the Mississippi Symphony and the Niagara Symphony Orchestra.

Reed currently lives in Jackson, Mississippi following stints in Dubai and Kyoto,

