REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS

“HEALTH IS ACADEMIC” 

NUTRITION INTEGRITY
2007-2008

INFORMATION PACKET

[image: image1.png]



GRANT INSTRUCTIONS AND APPLICATION

Mississippi Department of Education

Office of Healthy Schools

July 2007
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

The original and five copies must be received at the

Mississippi Department of Education by:

3:00 p.m. on or before September 7, 2007 

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF HEALTHY SCHOOLS

“Health is Academic” Nutrition Integrity Grant
Funding for this project is provided by The Bower Foundation

This packet includes:

· Section I:
General Information

· Section II:
Additional Information

· Section III:
Application Procedures

· Section IV:
Application Instructions and Format

· Application Checklist

· Grant Application

Questions:
Questions regarding the 2007-2008 “Health is Academic” Nutrition Integrity Grants may be directed to Shane McNeill, Director, Coordinated School Health, Office of Healthy Schools, by  August 31, 2007 at 601-359-1737.
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MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

OFFICE OF HEALTHY SCHOOLS

“HEALTH IS ACADEMIC” NUTRITION INTEGRITY GRANTS

I.
GENERAL INFORMATION


Introduction


The MS Department of Education’s (MDE) Office of Healthy Schools has launched the “Health is Academic” initiative to promote health and wellness in Mississippi’s public schools to help students be healthy, fit and ready to learn.  Our goal is to support and promote nutrition and increased physical activity that impact student achievement.  In order to achieve this goal, school districts must develop, sustain and expand on positive changes in the school nutrition and physical activity environments in order to offer and promote healthy choices for students.  Schools have been identified as a key setting to address child health problems by providing many opportunities to engage children in healthy eating and physical activity and by reinforcing healthy diet and physical activity messages.  Therefore, MDE is soliciting competitive applications from Mississippi schools to receive a “Health is Academic” Nutrition Integrity Grant to purchase Combination Oven Steamers.  The overall goal of this grant is to replace fat fryers in school kitchens thereby making a substantial difference in the number of calories and fat eaten by children at school.  Improving the nutritional quality of school meals will help students to become healthy, fit and ready to learn.

On-Line Instructions and Application

To download these instructions and the application for the “Health is Academic” 
Nutrition Integrity Grant, please go to the Office of Healthy Schools’ website at 
www.healthyschoolsms.org at OHS News.


Grant Purpose

The purpose of this grant is to enable schools to accomplish the following 
objectives:


1.
To remove fryers and replace with Combination Oven Steamers to 



prepare similar foods without deep fat fryers

2.
To promote and share information on the feasibility and cost of removing 


fryers and installing Combination Oven Steamers with other food service 


personnel in Mississippi schools

3.
To eliminate fried foods for a period of five years

4.
To provide healthier school meals, by reducing the amount of calories, fat, 

saturated fat and trans fat served, to help students to become healthy, fit


and ready to learn
Schools are an ideal setting to provide children access to healthy foods and to 
establish and reinforce healthy eating behaviors.  Well-balanced school food 
programs play an important role in providing children with the nourishment they 
need to be healthy, fit and ready to learn.  Poor eating habits are often 
established 
in childhood.  There are many opportunities in the school setting to 
create an environment that supports healthy behaviors. Nutritious and 
nourishing meals will help 
children to become better learners. Health and 
success in school are interrelated.  Schools cannot achieve their primary 
mission of education if students and staff are not healthy and fit physically, 
mentally and socially.  Healthy schools that support good nutrition and physical 
activity as a part of a total learning environment produce healthy students.  
Healthy students are better able to develop and learn. 

The Bower Foundation funded the Nutrition Integrity Case Study in January 2007 
to examine the impact of removing fryers and replacing with the Combination 
Oven-
Steamer.  The preliminary results indicate that the Nutrition Integrity Case 
Study 
was a complete success.  The Case Study showed a significant reduction 
in calories, calories from fat and saturated fat served to students, as well as 
an overwhelmingly positive response to new baked products by students and 
staff.  
There were no changes in school lunch participation and no unanticipated 
change in extra sales of baked fries.  The project clearly demonstrated schools’  
commitment to serving healthful, tasty meals that support academic 
success in the classroom.

Eligible Applicants

All Mississippi public schools (K-12) are eligible to apply for the “Health is 
Academic” 
Nutrition Integrity Grants.  Applications must be submitted 
by the 
school district on behalf of the school site.  No more than two schools within a 
school district may apply for the Nutrition Integrity Grant.  Please keep in mind 
that large schools will receive more points than smaller schools based on the 
selection criteria as outlined below. 

Funding

The grant award will not exceed $26,640, based upon completion of the 
benchmarks identified in Section II.  Contingent upon receipt of quality 
applications from schools, it is MDE’s intent to award up to 20 grants to school 
districts. The applicant pool will dictate the total grant payout.

Local School Commitment


The School District’s Local School Board must make a written commitment to 
eliminate fried foods at the school site for a minimum period of five years.

Training

Food Service Directors and school cafeteria personnel will receive onsite training on the Combination Oven Steamer by qualified manufacturer representatives such as company chefs.

Grant Period



The grant period will be October 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008.

II.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


Criteria for Evaluation of Applications 


Responsive applications submitted by the specified time and containing the three parts described in Application Instructions and Format shall be evaluated by an Evaluation Committee selected by MDE.  The specific criteria that will be used in evaluating the merits of the applications are listed below.  The evaluation committee will recommend the applications to be forwarded to the MDE’s Office of Healthy Schools, to the Deputy State Superintendent and to the State Superintendent for approval.

  
Grants will be negotiated with the applicants that have the highest points, whose applications are most advantageous to children, and/or comprehensive and responsive as determined by the evaluation committee.

The MDE reserves the right to reject any and all of the applications, to negotiate with the best offerers to address issues other than those described in the application, or to make any award if the evaluation committee determines that this is in the best interest of the MDE.

The evaluation committee will review the applications and will score each application according to the formula listed below:



Number of Students Served Lunch x Number of Servings of Fried Foods 


Per Week = Total Points 

In addition, applications received from the John D. Bower, MD School Health 
Network School Districts will receive additional bonus points (15% of total points) 
to their final score.

Grant Awards


Upon completion of the evaluation process and approval by MDE, the districts 
will be notified of the status of their application.  The grant document will be 
prepared and forwarded to the districts for signature.



Matching Requirement


School Districts must provide 33% matching funds totaling up to $13,360 for the 
purchase of the Combination Oven Steamer.  In addition, the school districts will 
be responsible for the costs incurred for necessary architect services and 
physical plant modifications.  The
matching funds must be cash from state, 
federal or private sectors.  Funds 
provided for a match must be used to 
purchase equipment, services and modifications as described below.



Use of Funds

Funds may only be used to purchase the Combination Oven Steamer as 
specified in the MDE’s Bid for Combination Oven Steamer, Bid Number 07-
06-07. School districts may chose the oven to be purchased based on 
relationship with dealer, space limitations, relationship with service technician, 
etc.  Funds must be spent in accordance with local school district policy and 
procedures.  All payments 
will be submitted electronically from MDE 
through the School Payment System (SPS).  Grantees are encouraged to 
contact their school district Business Manager for further guidance.


Funds made available under this program shall be used to supplement, and not 
supplant, other Federal, State and local funds expended to carry out the grant 
activities.


Grant Benchmarks and Payment Schedule


Each applicant receiving a grant must agree and successfully meet the following 
benchmarks in order to receive payments.  The benchmarks and payment 
schedule are as follows:


DUE DATE


BENCHMARKS


   PAYMENT


November 15, 2007

Site Suitability Survey

   $0





Documentation of Kitchen 





   Modifications

June 2, 2008


Acceptance and Use of

   Up to $26,640






  Equipment in Food Production


  





Training on Equipment





Local School Board Commitment


Reporting Requirements


Grantees will be required to submit two reports to MDE during the grant period as 
identified below:


REPORT


CONTENTS



  DUE DATE

Site Suitability Survey
Oven Installation Checklist

November 15, 2007





Documentation of Kitchen





   Modifications


Final Report


Acceptance and Use of

  June 2, 2008






  Equipment in Food Production
 
  





Training on Equipment





Local School Board Commitment


Further information regarding the reporting requirements and forms will be made 
available by MDE upon approval of the grant document.


Evaluation

An evaluation component is essential to determine the effectiveness of the grant 
towards a healthy school environment.  Grantees will be required to cooperate 
with an external evaluator by providing access to measurable program outcomes.


Performance Reporting and Monitoring Responsibilities

1.
Schedule onsite visit with Oven Manufacturer Representative, Food 


Service Director, and School District Architect (or comparable qualified 


professional) to conduct Site Suitability Survey

2.
Determine suitability for installation of Combination Oven Steamer

3.
Make necessary kitchen modifications to accommodate the Combination 


Oven Steamer

4.
Submit Site Suitability Survey and documentation of completed kitchen 


modifications to MDE by November 15, 2007

5.
Place order for preferred Combination Oven Steamer with dealers as 


specified in the MDE’s Bid for Combination Oven Steamer, Bid No. 07-06-


07

6.
Receive delivery of Combination Oven Steamer

7.
Participate in onsite training by qualified manufacturer representative

8.
Submit final report and request payment by June 2, 2008
III.
APPLICATION PROCEDURES


Procedures for Delivery of Applications 


One (1) original and five (5) copies of the written application must be received on 
or before September 7 by 3:00 p.m.  Send applications to the following address:


Physical Address






MS Department of Education





ATTN: Teresa Dean






“Health is Academic” Nutrition Integrity Grants




Central High School Building





359 North West Street, Suite 230





Jackson, Mississippi 39201


Upon receipt, the sealed applications will be opened and recorded in Suite 230 of 
Central High School Building.  The applicant is responsible for ensuring that the 
competitive application is delivered by the required time and assumes all risk of 
delivery.

Incomplete applications will not be accepted and cannot be returned for 
revisions.  No faxed or emailed copies will be accepted and the original must 
have original 
signatures in blue ink.  Because the process is competitive, please 
proofread the application.

We strongly recommend that you plan to submit the application early in order to 
allow for unforeseen circumstances.    Applications will not be accepted after the 
deadline.

   
Acceptance of Applications 


The Mississippi Department of Education reserves the right, in its sole discretion, 
to waive minor irregularities in applications.  A minor irregularity is a variation 
from the Request for Applications (RFA) that does not affect the application, or 
give one party an advantage or benefit not enjoyed by other parties or adversely 
impacts the interest of the Department.  Waivers, when granted, shall in no way 
modify the RFA requirements or excuse the party from full compliance with the 
RFA requirements if the party is awarded the grant.


Rejection of Applications  


Applications that do not conform to the requirements of this RFA may be rejected 
by the Mississippi Department of Education.  Applications may be rejected for 
reasons that include, but are not limited to, the following:

· The application contains unauthorized amendments to requirements of this RFA.

· The application is conditional.

· The application is incomplete and contains irregularities that make the application indefinite or ambiguous.

· The application is not signed by the authorized representative of the applicant.

· The application contains false or misleading statements or references.

· The application does not meet all requirements of the RFA.


Disposition of Applications 


All applications become the property of the state of Mississippi.


Conditions of Solicitation

The Mississippi Department of Education reserves the right to accept, reject, or 
negotiate regarding submitted applications on the basis of the evaluation criteria 
contained in this document.  The final decision to award a grant rests solely with 
the MDE.  

Before preparing the applications, the applicant should note that:

1.
All applications, in their entirety, will become the property of the MDE upon 
submission;

2.
The award of a grant for any proposed program is contingent upon the 
following:

· Favorable evaluation of the proposal

· Approval of the proposal by the State Superintendent of Education, the  Deputy State Superintendent, and the MDE’s Office of Healthy Schools

· Successful negotiation of any changes to the proposal as required by the MDE

3.
The MDE will not be liable for any costs associated with the preparation of 
applications incurred by the applicant; and

4.
Dollars received as an outcome of this application cannot be used to cover 
any costs associated with the preparation of the application.


The MDE also reserves the right to accept any application submitted for grant 
award, without negotiation.  Therefore, applicants are advised to propose their 
most favorable terms initially. Applicants will be required to assume full 
responsibility for meeting all specified requirements stated in the RFA.


Acknowledgement

All publications, including reports, films, brochures and any project materials 
developed with funding from this program, must contain the following statement:  
“These materials were developed with funds allocated by the Mississippi 
Department of Education.”

IV.
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND FORMAT

The application will consist of three parts: Part A – Application Cover Page; Part B - Statement of Standard Terms and Conditions, Assurances and Certifications; and Part C – Application Worksheet.

Part A – Application Cover Page


Part A is the Application Cover Page which shall serve as the cover page of the 
application.  
The school district submitting the application should complete all 
sections of Part A. (see page 1 of Application.)


Part B – Statements of Standard Terms and Conditions, Assurances and 
Certifications

Part B is the Statements of Standard Terms and Conditions, Assurances and 
Certifications
page.  The statement of standard terms and conditions, assurances 
and certifications must be signed by the authorized official of the applicant. (see 
pages
2-4 of Application.)  Rubber stamps and copies are unacceptable.  


Part C – Application Worksheet

Part C is the Application Worksheet documenting the number of students served 
for lunch and the number of servings of fried foods per week as the selected 
school site.
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                 APPLICATION CHECKLIST

□
Is the Application Cover Page signed by the Superintendent?
□     
Is the Statement of Standard Terms and Conditions, Assurances and 
Certifications Page signed by the Superintendent?
□
Is the application typed in easy-to-read fonts?  (Arial and/or Times New Roman 
12 point fonts are recommended.)

□
Is the application bound or stapled?  Do not use paper clips or rubber bands.

Assemble the original and five copies in the following order:

□
Part A - Application Cover Page

□
Part B - Statement of Standard Terms and Conditions, Assurances and 
Certifications

□
Part C – Application Worksheet
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