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School nurses honored today throughout the nation

     Health may not be the first factor you think of when pondering how a student pulled off a spiffy science project, wrote a wise-beyond-years essay or worked through a complicated physics problem.

     But research shows that the health of students can be a determining factor in their academic success.

     Today - National School Nurse Day - schools across Mississippi are honoring those who have made it their mission to make sure students remain healthy and in the classroom. This year's theme is "Meeting the Needs of Today's Students."

     "Our motto has always been to provide opportunities for all children to be fit, healthy and ready to succeed, and school nurses are on the front lines, ensuring that happens every day," said Shane McNeill, director of the Mississippi Department of Education's Office of Healthy Schools. 

     Currently, there are more than 450 nurses employed in Mississippi school districts. During the first half of the 2008-09 school year, school nurses saw nearly 270,000 students, returning 85 percent to classroom. During the same period, school nurses also saw nearly 11,000 staff, returning 86 percent to the classroom.

     Only 12 school districts in Mississippi do not have a school nurse. 

     "Several consecutive absences can translate in to critical class work that may not ever be made up," said Estelle Watts, MDE's school nurse consultant. "Our job is to make sure our students are safe and treated appropriately, but also to make sure that they get back to their lessons."

     Dru Holdiness, president of the Mississippi School Nurses Association, urged parents, students and others in the school community to take time to thank their school nurse today.

     "School nurses are usually working behind the scenes, but today I encourage you to seek out your school nurse and thank him or her for the work that they do," said Holdiness, a school nurse in the Vicksburg-Warren School District. "School nurses make a difference one student at a time."

     For more information on school nurses in Mississippi visit  www.healthyschoolsms.org/health_services/index.html . To view the press release from the National School Nurses Association, visit  www.nasn.org/Default.aspx?tabid=593 .
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