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National Board Certified health, PE teachers - and nurses – recognized for their work
There are 42 National Board Certified teachers in physical education (NBCTS) and National Board Certified school nurses (NBCSN) currently working throughout Mississippi's 152 districts. 

Another more than 100 teachers are National Board Certified in another area, such as elementary education, and teaching health and physical education in the classroom. 

That means that this year, there are more self-reflective, experienced and knowledgeable teachers and nurses talking to students about everything from the benefits of exercising frequently to the dangers in using tobacco products than ever before.

Sometimes their roles are overlooked in discussions about achievement in the classroom, but research proves they are critical to the process, said Shane McNeill, director of the Office of Healthy Schools. 

"There is undoubtedly a connection between the fitness and health of our students and their academic success," McNeill said. "That's why we need the highest quality teachers and nurses helping our students understand the importance of their own health."

The National Board Certification Program for teachers, offered through the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBCTS), is a year-long program designed to give teachers an opportunity to demonstrate their subject area knowledge, along with their ability to manage and gauge student learning. 

Dock Daniel, a physical education teacher in the Madison County School District, said the certification process forced him to reflect on his strengths and weaknesses.  

"That isn't always easy to do, but it was worth it," said Daniel, who was certified this year and is one of only five early adolescent through young adult physical education teachers in the state who have receive their National Board Certification. "Now I have something that sets me apart and verifies that I hold myself, my teaching practices and my students to a higher standard."

In all, there are 12 National Board Certified teachers in physical education, and 111 teachers that are certified in another area but are instructing on physical education and health issues. Teachers who earn this distinction receive an annual $6,000 salary supplement throughout the 10-year life of the certificate. Mississippi also reimburses teachers for the $2,500 cost of participating in the program.

The National Board Certification Program for school nurses, offered through the National Board for Certification of School Nurses (NBCSN), focuses on national standards of preparation, knowledge and practice. This standard is then applied in the school community impacting health and educational outcomes. Certified school nurses working in districts - not those at the state level - also receive the $6,000 salary supplement. 

State law currently caps the number of National Board Certified school nurses at 30, but school health officials have been working to increase that number. All those spots are currently occupied and two nurses are on a waiting list. 

One of the Mississippi Board of Education's five strategies is to increase the quantity and quality of highly qualified teachers. Encouraging teachers to strive for National Board Certification certainly complements that, State Superintendent of Education Dr. Hank Bounds said. 

"One of the ways to move Mississippi off the bottom is focusing on recruiting a highly qualified teacher for every classroom - that standard also applies to teachers and nurses who are instructing our boys and girls in health and physical education," he said. 

For more information on the Office of Healthy Schools visit www.healthyschoolsms.org. For more information on the National Board Certification for teachers visit www.nbpts.org/resources/state_local_information/Mississippi, and for nurses, visit http://www.nbcsn.com/.
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