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School Health Network ~ N1 Grants 
SAMPLE MEDIA RELEASE 2008

The following media release is designed to make it as easy as possible for you to get print, television, and radio coverage for the John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network Grant (N1) awarded to your district. All you have to do is fill in the blanks (underlined and highlighted in yellow) with the specified information. 

This release is meant as a sample only. You may adapt it, add to it, or change the quotes in any way that showcases current and planned Coordinated School Health Program (CSHP) efforts in your district. Be sure to involve your public information officer in developing and distributing media releases in the most effective manner possible.

If a media release leads to an interview with a reporter, the three key messages listed below about the John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network Grants, the CSHP model, and the connection between health and academics may be useful.

Key messages:

· The John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network Grants are a key part of the Health is Academic initiative, funded by The Bower Foundation through the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Healthy Schools. The current three-year grants (2008-2011) represent the second round of Network grants. 

· The new grants to districts from the first round of Network districts will provide continued support for ongoing Coordinated School Health Program (CSHP) activities. The CSHP model consists of eight interactive components and is designed to enhance student health and academic success with a framework for organizing and managing school health activities.

· The CSHP focuses on the health and academic needs of children and teens. Districts in the John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network have made a commitment to address health disparities and create sustainable programs that help all Mississippi students to be fit, healthy, and ready to succeed.

For more information about The Bower Foundation, MDE OHS, and CSHP, visit:

www.bowerfoundation.org/ 

www.healthyschoolsms.org/index.html
www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/CSHP/ 

Additional media releases:

In addition to this release about the 2008-2011 grant, ten monthly media releases

(featuring all eight CSHP components) are posted on the MDE Office of Healthy Schools web site. The sample releases – designed to help your district develop ongoing and effective media coverage of all CSHP activities – are available at

www.healthyschoolsms.org/ohs_main/initiatives/samplemediareleases.htm 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact: 

________________________ (Contact name)

________________________ (Title, e.g., Superintendent or Public Information Officer)

________________________ (District name)

________________________ (Telephone number)

________________________ (Fax number)

________________________ (E-mail address)
__(insert name)__ DISTRICT RECEIVES THREE-YEAR EXTENSION WITH JOHN D. BOWER, M.D., SCHOOL HEALTH NETWORK GRANT
$91,000 will continue support for successful Coordinated School Health Program 

____________ (city), Mississippi, ____________ (date)
__(insert name)__ is one of ten public school districts recently awarded a second John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network Grant through the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of Healthy Schools. Funded by The Bower Foundation, the $91,000 three-year (2008 through 2011) grant will support the further implementation of a Coordinated School Health Program (CSHP). This program integrates children’s health and academic needs so that all students can become fit, healthy, and ready to succeed.  
“We are honored to continue our involvement with this prestigious network of schools,” says superintendent __(insert name)__. “The __(insert name)__ District has a strong commitment to improving our students’ health and their academic success. With these grant funds, we will continue implementing effective policies and sustainable programs within the eight components of Coordinated School Health.” The components include nutrition services, physical education, health promotion for staff, and family involvement. 

As part of their initial John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network grant from 2005 through 2008, _(insert name)_ District made substantial progress in Coordinated School Health. Examples of successful activities include (describe one or two specific CSHP successes in your district, such as establishment of active school health councils). 
“This is the second round of our School Health Network Grants,” notes Shane McNeill, Director, Office of Healthy Schools. “During the first round, the districts demonstrated impressive results in assessing school health needs, addressing health disparities, and nurturing community support for Coordinated School Health. We are excited to have __(insert name)__ District continue in our expanded network.” As part of the John D. Bower, M.D., School Health Network, the district will also receive a mini-grant from the National Governors Association to focus on school health policy development. 
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